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There are several plausible objections to the concept of global civics. One can argue that allowing for even a modest level of responsibility toward all the world's 6.7 billion people is so overwhelming that it is a nonstarter. Furthermore, it can be argued that any meaningful experience of pan-global solidarity among human beings is nascent at best, and therefore cannot form the basis for a formidable constellation of rights and responsibilities, and that the experience of being a global citizen is restricted to a few activists and in- The second minefi eld is formed by the group advocating radical cosmopolitanism. This argument, which is advocated by a small but infl uential group, posits that anyone who does not care about people halfway around the world as much as their own families and immediate neighbors is somehow morally reprehensible. These radical cosmopolitans argue that we should be ready to give up all wealth until the last person in the world is not worse off than the rest of us. Critics have rightfully described advocates of these views as being interested in a hypothetical humanity while possessing a good deal of disdain for the actual fallible and imperfect humans themselves. Such morally virtuous cosmopolitans also underestimate how modern capitalism has improved the living standards of billions. Like the stance of the fi rst group, this group's excessive demands intimidate reasonable people, who in turn build up resistance to any conversation about global normative frameworks.
The third minefi eld is formed by the doomsday advocates, a diffuse group of people who tend to think that tomorrow will be worse off than today or yesterday.
Often, their scenarios of impending doom, unless some form of global cooperation is achieved immediately, are meant to spur people in action. However, these doomsayers do not seem to realize that crying wolf one too many times is unproductive. Nor do they appreciate the impressive progress made by humanity through piecemeal and pragmatic international cooperation schemes.
1 And even more important, they seem oblivious to the fact that fear is not a very potent motivator for the most important constituency we have for global cooperation-youth. The fi rst thing we could tell our newcomer is that she can expect to live more than 70 years, and that this is twice as long as what people counted on a century ago. We would tell this newcomer that though the world is a very unequal place in terms of income and wealth, disparities in life expectancy are decreasing.
We could report in good conscience that the world possesses some effective global public health instruments, and that we have eradicated smallpox and might see the end of polio and malaria in her lifetime.
She could be told to expect to have more than 11 years of schooling, education being another area where gross but diminishing global disparities loom large. We could also report that the world that awaits her prizes gender equality more than any other era, so she can anticipate a more enabling world than her mother or grandmother experienced.
In the spirit of fi rst giving the good news, we can in At the same time, we should admit to her that there are critical risks. Although we know about the mindnumbing horrors of previous genocides and have profusely sworn not to allow this ultimate crime to ever take place again, the sad fact is that nobody would likely come to rescue our 7-billionth fellow human were she to face genocide. We would have to tell her that not only have world's military powers abdicated their solemn responsibility to protect, but they have also not allowed the development of procedures and institutions for people to join a UN volunteer army to intervene in cases of imminent genocide.
We would also need to tell this newcomer that we have set into motion, fi rst unknowingly and then in full realization for the past 20 years, a chain of events related to climate change that may very soon become irreversible and lead to catastrophic environmental consequences. We would need to add that while we were able to devise a plan for collective global action to prevent depletion of the ozone layer, a similar framework to mitigate climate change has thus far eluded us.
Finally, we would need to tell her that for decades in the 20th century, the world's superpowers gambled
Imagining what we would say to welcome the 7-billionth human being would help us take stock of the global situation that we have all helped produce, and would set us on a path toward discovering our most imminent responsibilities to each other and the next generation-the essence of global civics.
with human civilization by amassing thousands of nuclear warheads, and that on more than one oc- 6.
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